
BUTLER COUNTY VISITORS BUREAU 
GOVERNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 5th, 2015 
MILLERCOORS 

8.30AM 
 
ATTENDEES: Joy Sharp, Mike Lewallen, Greg Ossmann, Shawn Stidham, Cynthia 
Grow, Mike Oler, Sam Ashworth, Mark Hecquet 
 
EXCUSED: Don Carpenter, Don Ryan, Jim Keys, Kevin Cedik, Gray Campbell, Bill 
Balfour 
 
UNEXCUSED: Anthony Azama 
 
Call to Order: Sam Ashworth called meeting to order at 8.32AM.   
 
MINUTES: September 10th, 2015 meeting minutes were reviewed. 
 
MOTION: To approve the minutes from the September 10th, 2015 meeting.  Greg 
Ossmann, Shawn Stidham seconded.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
CHAIR REPORT: 
 
Welcome – Sam welcomed everyone to MillerCoors.  Sam thanked Jackie Ponder, 
MillerCoors, for making the arrangements for our meeting including breakfast.   
 
Anthony Azama – Anthony Azama has resigned his position on the BCVB Board of 
Directors effectively immediately.  Anthony has taken a position at Columbia University 
in New York. Sam recognized Anthony’s for his tenure on the BCVB Board and that a 
card and small token of our appreciation will be sent to him.   
 
Executive Committee – As a result of Anthony’s departure, Sam appointed Greg 
Ossmann, effective immediately, to fill the Vice Chair position until the nominations and 
elections at the next BCVB Board of Directors Annual meeting. Sam also mentioned 
there were several other opening for committee positions and those interested should e-
mail Mark for more information.   
 
2016 Board Meeting Dates and Locations – Sam distributed proposed dates and 
locations for the 2016 Board of Directors meetings.   
 
MOTION: To approve meeting dates and locations as presented.  Joy Sharp, Mike Oler 
seconded.  
 



Board Appreciation Holiday Event – Sam provided a list of the previous location of the 
Board Holiday Appreciation event.  The board decided upon either the 7th or 14th 
December to host the event at either the Jungle’s Jim Cooking School or a restaurant in 
the Liberty Center.   
 
BCVB Partner Meeting – Sam invited Board Members to attend the BCVB Fall Partner 
meeting scheduled for next Tuesday November 10th at the Sabin Hall in the Liberty 
Center.   
 
John Lawson Farewell – Sam thanked the board members to attending the event. Sam 
passed around a thank you card received from John.  
  
Champion Sports Complex request – Sam presented a letter received from Frances 
Mennone with the Champion Sports Complex requesting the amount of $1,988,541. 
Discussion followed.   
 
MOTION – The Chairman shall draft and send a letter in response to the letter received 
from Frances Mennone dated November 4th requesting the amount of $1,988,541. The 
letter shall highlight that due to the lack of supporting materials that have been previously 
requested, that at this time, the BCVB Board of Directors cannot consider this request.  
Cynthia Grow, Mike Oler seconded. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Finance Committee – Bill Balfour (Mark Hecquet) – Conducted an analysis of the 
current BCVB Bank charges and interest rates in comparison with other banks in our 
market.  It was found that Chase Bank is charging far higher rates than any other bank.  
 
MOTION – Approve the Finance Committee to move forward with moving the BCVB 
Chase bank accounts to a new banking institution providing more preferable service and 
rates.   Mike Oler, Cynthia Grow seconded.   
 
Strategic Planning & Development Committee – Anthony Azama (Shawn Stidham) –
Continuing to research the requirements and benefits of a 501 © 3 organization. Refining 
the process for requests for funding for development projects.   
 
Strategic Effectiveness & Awareness Committee – Greg Ossmann – The committee 
has developed a list of approximately 100 individuals for the Board Members to connect 
with. The list will be sent out to the board members. In addition the committee is 
reviewing the opportunity for a celebrity voice to spread the message of the BCVB.  
 
Board Application Review Committee – Mike Oler – Currently compiling a list of 
potential board candidates to replace Anthony as well as open seats on the board.  Board 
members were asked to submit any potential candidates.  Committee will be sending out 
board skill set questionnaire.  Reviewing language in the by laws regarding board 



meeting attendance and options for using Skype and other such technologies. Bill Geist 
Leadership book was distributed to board members.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT: 
 
Liberty Center - Officially opened 22nd. The BCVB is partnering with the Liberty 
Center on the Concierge Center. The Celebrate Local store is selling the BCVB “Hello 
Weekend” T-Shirts. 
 
New Sporting Events - USA Triathlon will be returning in 2016 to host their Junior and 
Youth National Championships.  The event is anticipated to have over 1100 competitors. 
US Quidditch, this weekend, is hosting their regional championships. There are 21 
collegiate teams participating from across the region.  The American Cornhole 
Organization has agreed to host an ACO Major championship on May 6th-8th, 2016 at the 
Butler County Fairgrounds. Over 400 competitors are expected to participate.  GOBA is 
coming to Hamilton and Butler County. Over 2,500 cyclists are expected to participate in 
the weeklong cycling adventure. The Sports team is working with organizers and the 
official announcement will be made at the end of November. The World Series of Youth 
Lacrosse is bringing an event next April to VOA.  August and September were filled with 
a number of large sporting events associated with BCVB including the Great Lakes 
Ultimate championships, Midfest soccer, TFA Fall Ball, The Mead Cup, Queen City Jiu 
Jitsu and Ohio Valley Cyclocross. 
 
Marketing Initiatives – BCVB received six OACVB Middy Awards including 1st Place 
for Leisure print campaign, leisure promotional video and website.  Overall website 
traffic was up 9% in October.  Visitor guide requests through the website continue to 
improve, up 443% in October. Mark distributed the creative from the fall and shopping 
campaigns. The BCVB has nominated the City of Hamilton for the Midwest Livings’ 
best Midwest town.  The 2016 Visitor Guide is currently being proofed and finalizing 
photography from Liberty Center 
 
Social Media – The “NobodyDoesitButler” secret menu was a success.  The campaign 
featured 11 businesses that each created a unique Butler County item.  The campaign 
resulted in 47,607 Facebook impressions on a budget of $200.  The campaign will be 
revised in the spring of 2016. Currently developing a “shared voices” campaign for 2016. 
 
Marketing ROI Study – Just received bi-annual Marketing ROI research. The BCVB 
directly influenced $1.2 million in visitor spending and an ROI of 4.78:1 through its 
marketing efforts alone.  For all visitors engaged, the marketing generated $3,270,843 in 
spending and an ROI of 14:1. 
 
BC CTA program Partnership - In collaboration with the Cincinnati CTA program 
BCVB has developed a BC version.  Sample of the BC program was distributed to the 
Board members.  BCVB has offered to anyone living or working in Butler County to 
attend for free the Cincinnati CTA program if they complete the Butler County CTA 



program.  Currently there are 27 people signed up from Butler County to participate in 
the Cincinnati CTA Class being held next Tuesday at Entertrainment Junction. 
 
Development Initiatives – Had a positive meeting with UC Health waiting to hear from 
them regarding next steps. Distributed medical tourism initiative proposal to the board 
members. A Tristate trails held a meeting yesterday.  There three clearly defined areas of 
the Great Miami Trail that need completion. Individual groups are reviewing plans and 
costs to complete the trails. 
 
STR report – The hospitality statistics for August and September were excellent.  In 
September when compared with September 2014, Occupancy increased 8.1%, Average 
Daily Rate increased 6.1% and RevPAR increased 14.6% resulting in an increase in room 
revenue of 14.6%. 
 
PR / Articles – Relevant Butler County tourism stories over the past two months were 
distributed to the board members.   
 
Other - Began cursory work with the County Commissioners on the development of a 
singular brand. There is considerable focus on the impact of the sharing economy on 
tourism and the long-term influence on the industry.  The new Holiday Inn @ Centre 
Park featuring Johnny’s Steak House is now open.  A new Candlewood Suites is planned 
in front of the Quality Inn off Cincinnati-Dayton Road. I would like to reconvene the 
Wayfinding committee to discuss a program audit and expansion. The Staff will be 
attending the Ohio Travel Association conference in November. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Jackie Ponder has arranged a behind the scenes tour of MillerCoors for the Board 
members.   
 
MOTION: To adjourn the meeting.  Joy Sharp, Shawn Stidham seconded. Motion 
passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Joy Sharp 
Secretary 
 
NEXT MEETING:  January 7th, 2016 BCVB Offices – 8:00AM  


